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SUB J : LABOUR'S PARLIAMENTARY WALKOUT: THE MOYLE AFFAIR 

1 . SUMMARY: LABOUR MP'S WALKED OUT OF PARLIAMENT NOVEMBER 4 
FOLLOWING A PARLIAMENTARY REMARK BY PRIME MINISTER MULDOON ALLEGING 
THAT ONE OF THEM (FORMER LABOUR MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, COLIN 
MOYLE) HAD BEEN PICKED UP BY THE POLICE FOR HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITY. 
STATEMENTS AND INNUENDOS WHICH FOLLOWED, INCLUDING THE ROLE OF 

THE POLICE AND THE AVAILABILITY OF RAW DATA FROM POLICE FILES 
TO THE PRIME MINISTER, HAVE KEPTTHE INCIDENT BOILING THROUGHOUT 
THE WEEK. MULDOON'S REMARK ASSURES HIS STATURE AS A GUT FIGHTER 
PAR EXCELLENCE BUT MAY ULTIMATELY HAVE A DAMAGING IMPACT ON 
HIS STATURE AS GOVERNMENT LEADER. END SUMMARY. 

2. OPPOSITION LEADER MP'S WALKED OUT OF PARLIAMENT NOVEMBER 4 IN 

THE CULMINATION OF A HARSH EXCHANGE BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER MULDOON 
AND FORMER AGRICULTURE MINISTER COLIN MOYLE. THE EXCHANGE 
TOOK PLACE DURING DEBATE ON AN APPROPRIATIONS BILL ON WHICH 
THE GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN URGENCY AND THE OPPOSITION WAS SEEKING 
DELAY.DURING THE DEBATE, ACCORDING TO REPORTS, A LABOUR MP. 

WHO IS A CHURCH MINISTER, ATTACKED MULDOON. MULDOON THEN DESCRIBED 
THE LABOURITE AS THE QUOTE RED REVEREND - THE REPRESENTATIVE 
IN THIS COUNTRY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY. UNQUOTE. WHEN THE SPEAKER 
ASKED HIM TO WITHDRAW, MULDOON REPLIEDTHAT HE ASSUMED THE REVEREND 
HAD A CONSCIENCE, INVITED HIM TO CONSULT IT AND WITHDREW HIS 
REMARK. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 WELLIN 04195 10235 1Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


3. MULDOON THEN TURNED TO MOYLE, WHO APPARENTLY HAD BEEN LAUGHING, 
AND SAID HE WOULD FORGIVE HIS "EFFEMINATE GIGGLES" BECAUSE HE 

KNEW MOYLE'S BACKGROUND TOO. RISING TO A POINT OF ORDER, MOYLE 
ASKED THE SPEAKER IF IT WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ACCUSE THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF BEING A MEMBER OF AN ACCOUNTING FIRM THAT WAS GUILTY 
OF ILLEGAL PRACTICES. MULDOON REPLIED WITH A QUERY WHETHER IT 
WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ACCUSE THE MEMBER FOR MANGERE (MOYLE) 

OF BEING PICKED UP BY THE POLICE FOR HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITIES. 

MOYLE SHOUTED "THAT'S AN ABSOLUTE LIE", AND THE ENTIRE OPPOSITION. 

LED BY OPPOSITION LEADER ROWLING, WALDED OUT. NATIONAL THEN 
PROCEEDED TO PASS THE LEGISLATION IN TWO MINUTES WITHOUT FURTHER 
DEBATE. 

4. ON NOVEMBER 5 THE OPPOSITION RETURNED TO THE HOUSE AND MOYLE 
DELIVEREDA PERSONAL STATEMENT CATEGORICALLY DENYING MULDOON’S 
ACCUSATION AND OFFERING AN EXPLANATION OF HOW SOME 18 MONTHS 
EARLIER, WHILE ON HIS WAY HOME FROM PARLIAMENT.HE HAD STOPPED 
AND TALKED WITH A MAN HE THOUGHT TO BE A "CAT BURGLAR" BUT WHO 
TURNED OUT TO BE A POLICE CONSTABLE. MOYLE SAID HE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY 
DISCUSSED THE INCIDENT WITH THE ASSISTANT POLICE COMMISSIONER 

AND HAD HAPPILY AGREED TO LEAVE FUTURE CRIME DETECTION TO THE 
POLICE. THE INCIDENT WAS COMPLETELY INNOCENT, MOYLE SAID, BUT 
ON REFELECTION MUST BE THE ONE ON WHICH MULDOON'S STATEMENT 
WAS BASED. 

5. IN A PERSONAL STATEMENT OF HIS OWN WHICH FOLLOWED, MULDOON 
SAID THAT HE AND THE MINISTER OF POLICE HAD CONSULTED WITH THE 
COMMISSIONER AND THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF POLICE TO 
DISCUSS THE MOYLE POLICE FILE. MULDOON SAID THERE WERE "SERIOUS 
DISCREPANCIES" BETWEN MOYLE'S STATEMENT AND THE FILE AND HE 
ASKED FOR MOYLE'S APPROVAL FOR THE WHOLE POLICE FILE TO BE TABLED. 
INCREDIBLY, MULDOON ADDED THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD SOME OF THE FILE'S 
CONTENTS. AT THIS, THE OPPOSITION AGAIN WALKED OUT. 

6. SINCE NOVMEBER 5, THE HALLS OF PARLIAMENT AND THE EDITORIAL 

PAGES OF NEW ZEALAND MEDIA HAVE BEEN AWASH WITH REPORTS, INTERVIEWS, 
ACCUSATIONS, DENIALS AND EDITORIALS ON THE "MOYLE AFFAIR". 

AS COULD BE EXPECTED CRITICISM HAS CENTERED ON MULDOON'S PROPEN- 
SITY TO "MOUTH FROM THE HIP" AND THE INAPPROPRIATE USE OF RAW 
POLICE DATA. THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE CONFIRMED THAT DIFFERENCES 
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DO EXIST BETWEEN MOYLE'S STATEMENT AND THE POLICE FILES BUT 
DENIED THAT THE FILE HAS EVER BEEN DISCLOSED TO EITHER MULDOON 
OR THE MINISTER OF POLICE. HE FURTHER SAID THAT A REPORT ON THE 
INCIDENT WAS PROVIDED TO THE MINISTER OF POLICE UNDER THE 
LABOUR GOVERNMENT. (BUT THE FORMER MINISTER OF POLICE SAYS 
HE CAN REMEMBER NOTHING OF IT SINCE IT OCCURRED 18 MONTHS 
AGO.) BY MID-WEEK THE OPPOSITION LEADER HAD CALLED FOR A FULL 
JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO HOW THE NATIONAL PARTY OBTAINED INFORMATION 
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FROM POLICE [ Il l s AND THE PRESS WAS SHOWING FEW SIGNS OF 
BOREDOM WITH THE WHOLE AFFAIR. 

7. COMMENT: THE BRIEF EXCHANGE ON NOVEMBER 4, WHILE OUTRAGEOUS 
AND PROVOCATIVE, MIGHT ALSO HAVE HELD SUFFICIENT SUBSTANCE TO MAKE 
THE PRIME MINISTER S CUT ESPECIALLY DEEP. COLIN MOYLE HAS BEEN THE 
SUBJECT TO RUMORS IN THE PAST. BOTH IN PARLIAMENT AND IN PUBLIC. 
CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITIES. WHEN ANUNNAMED LABOUR 
MP WAS ARRESTED EARLY THIS YEAR FOR INDECENT ASSAULT ON TWO YOUNG 
MEN, MANY PARLIAMENTARIANS INITIALLY AND ERRONEOUSLY CONCLUDED IT 
WAS MOYLE. ALL OF THAT ASIDE, THE INCIDENT ONCE AGAIN DEMONSTRATED 
THAT MULDOON IS UNRIVALED AS A GUT FIGHTER. HE WAS NEVER IN DANGER 

OF BEING REGARED AS A NATIONAL LEADER OF STATESMANLIKE QUALITIES, 

BUT MULDOON'S REMARKS FURTHER CONTRIBUTE TO THE PUBLIC'S ALREADY 
LOW REGARD FOR THE QUALITY OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. (ONE 
GOVERNMENT BACKBENCHER REFERRED TO PARLIAMENT AS BECOMING A "PIG 
STY" AND AT LEAST FOUR GOVERNMENT BACKBENCHERS ARE KNOWN TO 
BE PRESSING FOR URGENT PARLIAMENTARY REFORMS.) FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE NATIONAL S VICTORY ELEVEN MONTHS AGO, THERE HAS BEEN 
WIDESPREAD PUBLIC QUESTIONING AND SIGNIFICANT PRESS COMMENT ON 
WHETHER OR NOT MULDOON IS THE RIGHT MAN TO BE PRIME MINISTER. 

MULDOON HIMSELF AND THE NATIONAL PARTY PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN FORCED 
TO STATEMENTS THAT HE IS "THE BEST MAN" FOR THE JOB. 

8. NO ONE SUGGESTS THAT MULDOON'S LEADERSHIP IS IN DANGER, 

BUT MOST SEEM TO AGREE THAT IT HAS BEEN ERODED. THE CONSENSUS, 

EVEN AMONG MANY GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS, IS THAT HIS INSTINCTS FOR ONE- 
UP-MANSHIP HAVE, IN THIS INSTANCE, CARRIED HIM ONE STEP TOO FAR. 

IN THE FACE OF THE HEAVY NATIONAL MAJORITY AND THE SHARP MULDOON 
TONGUE, THE OPPOSITION HAS RESORTED INCREASINGLY TO OBSTRUCTIONISM 
AND CONTEMPT. THEY HAVE REPEATEDLY, AND WITH INCREASING SUCCESS, 

BAITED MULDOON IN THE HOPES THAT HE WILL FINALLY UTTER SUCH OUTRAGES 
THAT HE WILL BE FORCED BY PUBLIC REACTION TO STEP DOWN AS PARTY 
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LEADER. WHILE SOME BELIEVE THIS IS PLAYING MULDOON'S GAME, 

PARLIAMENT'S CLAIMS TO DIGNITY HAVE ALSO BEEN THE VICTIM. 

IT IS A CERTAINTY THAT THE MOYLE INCIDENT WILL BE FREQUENTLY 
RECALLED, BY BOTH SIDES, IN THE MONTHS BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
1978 ELECTIONS. 

SELDEN 
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